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Fr. Patrick Crowley, ss.cc. 

Diamond 60th Jubilee of Ordination 

 

I was born in the West of Ireland (Miltown – Malbay, Co. Clare) on March 13, 1938 to Patrick 

and Helena Crowley. I am the oldest of six in family - three boys and three girls. All of my early 

education was in the local schools ending with attendance at St. Flannan’s Diocesan College 

from 1951 - 1956. It was there I met Fr. Martin O’Loghlen, who introduced me to the 

Congregation in 1956. He gave my name to the Novice master without I knowing it. I had never 

heard of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts.  

On August 4, 1956, I entered the Novitiate in Cootehill, Co. Cavan, Ireland. There were twenty – 

seven in my class the day I entered. In August of 1957, I profess my first vows and arrived in the 

United States on September 21, 1957 to begin my Philosophy and Theology at Queen of Peace 

seminary in Jaffrey Center, New Hampshire. After completing my studies, I was ordained back 

at the Novitiate where I entered in Ireland on June 23, 1963. 

I have been quite fortunate to have a diversification of ministries in the Congregation over the 

years, which have been both life-giving and challenging. They include: High School Education; 

Formation; Pastoral Ministry; State Chaplaincy; Administration; Retreat Ministry and Healing 

Ministry. I have spent over 40 years on the road in ministry, which has included: Retreats to 

Priests, Sisters and the Laity; Masses and Healing Services. One of the great privileges has been 

to minister to members of our Congregation overseas, which has given me a deeper 

understanding for our international community and diversity of cultures. 

Presently, I am in residency at our Novitiate House in Hemet, California. This has given me an 

opportunity to be available for ministry in the local church; ministry to the Novices and our 

Seminarians when the need arises. 

In my 60 years as a religious priest, I have gratitude to my family and the Congregation for the 

person I am today. Gratitude to all those special people in my life who have been a continual 

source of inspiration and encouragement. Gratitude for God’s love and mercy, which never 

failed in times of challenge and difficulty. Gratitude for all the wonderful opportunities for 

ministry that took me to places I never did dream of. Gratitude for the gift of Community life.  

If we are to remain faithful to the daily round, we need daily manna. It may be ordinary, a bit 

tasteless. But, it is the manna of fidelity to the covenant, to responsibility, to the small things of 

everyday life. It is the manna of meetings, of friendship, of looks and smiles that say “I love 

you” and warm the heart. These are the gestures that give empowerment to our Community 

members. 

The joy of belonging to a Congregation, which is on the “cutting edge” and in touch with the 

“signs of the time.” As a Religious, the importance of on-going formation and keeping abreast of 

what is happening both in the Church and our world today. The challenge to keep opting for 

“conversation of heart” and to become a more human and loving person. Our congregation is a 

“spirituality of the heart.” The importance of a new and fresh understanding of my vows in light 

to the times I am living in. How do my vows challenge me to be more sensitive to the plight of 

the poor, the massive oppression of peoples, the desire for power, and the control and 

manipulation of nations and peoples due to hatred and war 


